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Advent Devotional 

 
Praise be to Christ, the King who comes to save us! Christ’s blessings be 
upon you in this season as we remember our Lord’s first advent and look 
with longing eyes for His return in glory. This Advent Season we have 
focus upon Messianic prophecy and its fulfillment. God is faithful, and His 
Word is true. He has done all things well. And so as we together med-
itate on but a tiny fraction of those prophecies Christ has fulfilled, we bid 
you hold fast to the certainty that just as certainly as these prophecies 
were fulfilled in Jesus’ first advent, so too all the prophecies of Christ’s 
coming again in glory to judge both the living and the dead, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting in Christ’s kingdom 
which will have no end will most certainly be fulfilled on that blessed day 
when Christ will return and set all things right. 

O gracious and merciful Lord Jesus Christ, who by countless signs and 
wonders hast shown Thyself to be the true Messiah that was to come, in 
whom alone we should trust and not look for another, we give Thee 
thanks for the true knowledge of Thee from Thy comforting Gospel, and 
beseech Thee, keep us steadfast in Thy Word, lest, being offended in 
Thee, we be led by worldly pleasure or the malice of men to depart from 
Thee, who art our only Savior and Redeemer, blessed forever. Amen. 
(Collect for Gaudete Gospel) 

__________________________________ 

 

The collects for each day are drawn from Lutheran Service Book, 
Liturgy and Agenda, and other LCMS books. For this reason some 
of them will be very familiar, and some may be completely 
unfamiliar. By drawing from our deep well of resources, we have 
been able to closely match the prayers to the texts. We hope this 
will also open up to you and increase your appreciation for the vast 
treasures of our church. 
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November 27                Genesis 3:1-24 

 
From the beginning the devil created conflict.  Our fall into sin led us out 
of Garden of Eden.  It means pain in childbearing, pain and suffering in 
life.  It means man created by God from the dust of the earth will return 
to dust of the earth.  There will be pain, suffering, and death for all man-
kind. How far has man fallen from the image of God, from a perfect 
creation? Yet even in sin, God does not reject His creation. God saw 
Adam and Eve who had fallen from Him and had mercy on them. God 
would not let the devil and his offspring win the day.  God forever curses 
the devil for his act of disobedience against God, like champion in a ring; 
he forces the serpent to eat dust beneath his foot.   
 
But what of God’s fallen creation? He protects them from devil’s eternal 
grip by creating enmity or separation between the two offspring. God 
even goes further. The seed of the woman will forever crush the devil 
and death.  Yet it comes at a cost of the cross where the seed will die 
and it seemed that all was lost.  But it merely was bruise on heel that 
was healed by the resurrection. Jesus Christ will forever have the victory 
over sin, death, and the devil.     
  

Alexander Garber 
 
 

 
Hymn: “Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord” (LSB 352:5) 
Bruise for me the serpent’s head 
  That, set free from doubt and dread, 
I may cling to You in faith, 
  Safely kept through life and death. 
 
Prayer: Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection 
we may be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by 
Your mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. (Advent 1) 
  



 

November 28                                 Mark 15:22-39 
 

The Son of God is the One whom we prepare to meet in the manger. But 
we prepare to meet the Son of God who was crucified at Golgotha. The 
One who was treated like a criminal and a king at the same time. On one 
hand, we hear about a ‘criminal.’ Someone treated with contempt. 
Someone who no longer needed clothes. A man who is mocked for what 
He has done and claimed to do. A criminal who is even reviled by other 
criminals. A man, it seems, who cannot even save Himself. Someone 
who hangs on a tree and dies. 
 
On the other hand, we hear about a king. He is even called King of the 
Jews, the Christ, and King of Israel. He is seen has calling to Elijah who 
spoke with the kings of old. A king who was seated on His throne and 
killed by His rebellious people. But this king, this criminal Jesus, is also 
the Son of God. So He was not just killed by His people but also for 
them, for us. He is the Christ who didn’t save Himself so that He could 
save all people. He is the King of the Jews who was reviled even by 
criminals. He is the King of Israel who now does everything He claimed 
He would do. Now we prepare to meet Him. Of course, we meet with 
Him every Sunday. But now we especially prepare to meet Him when He 
returns like a thief in the night. We prepare to meet Him as King of the 
living and the dead. We prepare to meet the Son of God in the flesh of a 
little baby who is treated as a criminal and a King. 

 
Matthew Koterba 

 
Hymn: “The Advent of Our King” (LSB 331:3) 
O Zion’s daughter, rise 
  To meet your lowly King, 
Nor let your faithless heart despise 
  The peace He comes to bring. 
 
Prayer: Almighty God, we beseech You, grant us grace that we may wait 
with vigilance for the advent of Your Son, our Lord, that, when He shall 
arise from Your right hand to visit the earth in righteousness and Your 
people with salvation, He may find us, not sleeping in sin, but diligent in 
His service and rejoicing in His praise, that we may enter in with Him 
unto the Marriage Feast of the Lamb; through His merits, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
(Trinity 27 Gospel)  



 

November 29                                      Isaiah 7:10-14 
 
During this time, Syria and the Northern Kingdom of Israel were at the 
gates of the house of David. To make matters worse, these nations were 
collaborating with each other and war was crouching at the door. This 
made Ahaz and his people tremble. The Lord would not leave His people 
in their fear. He sends Isaiah to Ahaz so that Ahaz can be comforted by 
this sign from the Lord. Unfortunately Ahaz, consumed by fear and 
doubt, refuses the Word of the Lord. “I will not put the LORD to the test.” 
At first glance these words would seem pious and reasonable. After all, it 
is written in Deuteronomy, “You shall not put the Lord your God to the 
test.” Ahaz is following the Word of God. He refuses to put the Lord to 
the test. He even refuses the Lord’s command to ask for a sign, in order 
that he not test the Lord. Oh wait, but there is more 
 
Fear poisons mankind. We go to great lengths to soothe our own 
conscience besieged by fear. We build walls, make weapons, cut off 
diplomatic ties, and so on. Frankly, we could make a list a mile long. But 
no matter what we do, we can never rid ourselves of fear. So then what 
do we do? We turn to the only One who can save us. The Lord comforts 
and lifts us up out of the pit of despair. During this Advent season, fear 
not the Word of God, but come to the One who came into your darkness 
bringing marvelous light. Immanuel has come and dwells among us, and 
He will come again to set all things right. 

 Thomas Presley 
 

Hymn: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (LSB 357:1) 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
  And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
  Until the Son of God appear 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

Prayer: Merciful God, Heavenly Father, who hast given Your only-
begotten Son to become man, that through Him we might be made 
partakers of all Your heavenly gifts, grant that in true faith we may 
comfort ourselves with Your mercy, and thus obtain the blessed fruits of 
His holy incarnation; through the same Your dear Son Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. (Christmas 2, Epistle) 



 

November 30 Matthew 1:18-25 
 
They were afraid. What were they going to do? This earth-shattering 
event happened, they knew it, and God knew it. They would leave their 
homeland. The presence of Yahweh caused terror. Adam and Eve knew 
they had sinned, and when they heard the sound of His steps in the 
garden, they tried to run. Joseph and Mary knew of the child growing in 
her womb. The presence of God strikes fear in the heart of the first man 
and woman and brings trust in God to Mary and Joseph. When Jesus 
came near to the two couples, their reactions were vastly different. Adam 
and Eve knew that they had sinned, and the presence of the pre-
Incarnate Christ caused them to run in fear. The Child growing in her 
womb would grow up to die for her! 
 
The first couple shuttered in their despair. The feet of the Messiah 
crunched the grass beneath His feet in the Garden of Eden. The second 
couple was overcome with joy at the annunciation of Jesus’ incarnation. 
The feet that fluttered in the womb of the virgin betrothed to Joseph were 
forced to carry the cross on which they would be slain. These feet 
walked out of their tomb three days after. All this took place to fulfill what 
the Lord had spoken by the prophet. Immanuel - God is with us. He was 
present in the Garden of Eden following the fall into sin, and He was 
present when He rose from the dead. Now, through the preaching of His 
Word and the distribution of His Sacraments, He is present here and now 
and brings you His peace. 

Nathan Wille 
 

Hymn: “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came” (LSB 356:2) 
“For know a blessèd mother thou shalt be, 
All generations laud and honor thee; 
Thy son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold, 
Most highly favored lady.” 
 Gloria! 
 
Prayer: O Lord, as we have known the incarnation of Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, by the message of the angel to the Virgin Mary, so by the mes-
sage of His cross and passion bring us to the glory of His resurrection; 
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. (Annunciation) 
  



 

December 1 Isaiah 52:13-53:12 
 
“Behold, my servant shall act wisely.” That is the Word of Yahweh con-
cerning the One who comes to work on behalf of all people: His servant. 
It is not His king; it is not His conquering hero. It is His servant.  Yet this 
servant will act wisely, and His wise action is nothing more than to be 
high and lifted up. In popular culture today, people love the “Cinderella 
Story,” where someone comes from nothing to be exalted in social stand-
ing or importance in the eyes of people. This servant is no Cinderella, He 
enjoys no social prominence, no importance in the eyes of men; rather He 
is physically lifted up, hanging upon the cross, dying the criminal’s death. 
 
But He had done no violence, and no deceit was on His lips. He was 
innocent. He subjected Himself to violence to take upon Himself your sin 
and guilt. He was pierced for our transgressions and crushed for our 
iniquities—surely He has borne our griefs. The death He died was 
because of what we did. The guilt pronounced on Him was ours, not His, 
yet He did not speak in His defense when being tried, but was as silent 
as a sheep before its shearer. Yet it was the will of the Lord that this 
servant, this Jesus, be crushed; Yahweh has put him to grief. It is the will 
of the Father that Christ be this suffering servant on behalf of the people, 
not because Yahweh is mean or vindictive, but because He is loving. His 
love is shown to us in the death of His servant. Through the righteous 
one, the servant, the Christ, many are made to be accounted as 
righteous. The guilty are declared not guilty, because the innocent 
became guilt for us. 

Richard Stephens 
 

Hymn: “Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding” (LSB 345:3) 
See, the Lamb, so long expected, 
    Comes with pardon down from heav’n. 
Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 
    One and all, to be forgiv’n; 
 
Prayer: O righteous and holy God, who has manifested toward us Your 
unfathomable love in not sparing Your own Son, but delivering Him up 
for us all: by the memory of His bitter death, by the awful mystery of His 
sorrows in the garden and upon the cross, we humbly beseech You to 
have mercy upon us and upon all men, and to make known Your saving 
health among the nations, that He may see the travail of His soul and be 
satisfied; to whom, with You and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now 
and forever. Amen. (Good Friday Gospel) 



 

December 2                               1 Peter 2:21-25 
 
The Lord Jesus Christ bore your sins in His own body upon the tree, that 
you, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness. Death to sin and 
a life unto righteousness is given to you and thereto the Shepherd and 
Overseer of your soul has caused and causes you to walk in the steps of 
His pierced feet. For the blessed flood and the name of God was poured 
over you and there marks the first instance where the Sin Bearer called 
you to the example of his suffering which He left behind. He joined you to 
His suffering, you have died and the flesh has been buried, leaving a 
new man to rise from the sepulcher of the font. Dying to sin you ought no 
longer to walk in it. With the eyes of faith fixed upon the One who hung 
upon the cursed tree you can go forth to bear the scorn of the devil, the 
world, and your own sinful flesh, the Lord bringing you through the 
temptations of these cursed foes. St. Peter writes, He our sins Himself 
bore up in His body upon the tree. The Greek syntax itself bears witness 
to the fact that your sins are born in Him, between “He” and “Himself,” 
and that is where they remained as He went uncomplaining forth to put 
death to death. This so that you may not be as a sheep that goes astray, 
but rather as a sheep who is returned to the life-giving Christ who gives 
you His righteousness to the end that He bare you up unto life eternal.  

Marcus Williams 

 

Hymn: “Creator of the Stars of Night” (LSB 351:2) 
Thou, grieving that the ancient curse 
    Should doom to death a universe, 
Hast found the healing, full of grace, 
    To cure and save our ruined race. 
 
Prayer: O Lord, our Savior, we praise and bless You that You were obe-
dient unto death, even the death of the cross, and, having finished all, 
have become our Mediator and Redeemer; and we beseech You, grant 
that by Your death we may be crucified unto the world, and henceforth 
live not unto ourselves, but unto You, who did die for us, and who lives 
and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. (Good Friday Epistle) 
  



 

December 3                                   Psalm 22:1-5 
 
Here David consoles himself by God’s faithfulness and goodness. 
Although he felt forsaken, he found comfort in shelter in what God had 
revealed of his own character. This lament was to be the eventual prayer 
of the Savior, Jesus Christ. King David writes prophetically; these words 
would be used by Jesus to articulate His suffering on the cross. For-
saken and mocked, Jesus shouts, “Why?” In His darkest hour the Son 
prays to the Father. St. Matthew testifies that three hours after Jesus 
was nailed to the cross, He uttered this lament. A cry from the depths. 
 
As you read His words, perhaps you are asking, “Why would Jesus be 
forsaken? Why would the Father forsake His only begotten Son?” The 
answer is simple. It was for you! It was to win your salvation! St. Paul’s 
second letter to the Church in Corinth says, “God made Him who had no 
sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of 
God.” Those standing nearby wrongly believed that Jesus was crying out 
to Elijah, since first-century Jews believed that Elijah would precede the 
Messiah’s coming. But more than mistaken, these bystanders would not 
truly hear Jesus’ question. They mocked Jesus to see if Elijah really 
would come. They saw His lamenting as weakness rather than a prayer 
of unchanging and firm faith. Sometimes Christians think it isn’t spiritual 
to lament. But David understood his need to cry out to God, and so does 
our Lord Jesus. Stand firm in the promises of Christ who has suffered the 
fullest in order to secure the gift of salvation that is yours by faith. For the 
sake of the Son you will never be forsaken. 

Willie Grills 
Hymn: “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” (LSB 334:3) 
I lay in fetters, groaning; 
    You came to set me free. 
I stood, my shame bemoaning; 
    You came to honor me. 
A glorious crown You give me, 
    A treasure safe on high 
That will not fail or leave me 
    As earthly riches fly. 
 
Prayer: God, who is the source of mercy, who for us did descend into 
the womb of the Virgin; was nailed to the cross; did behold Your gar-
ments divided; did rise victorious from hell; we beseech You that You, 
remembering this Your actions among us, would free Your people from 
the mouth of the lion, as You did once deliver our fathers that hoped in 
You; who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. (Psalm 22) 



 

December 4                           Matthew 27:45-54 
 
Darkness covered the earth. Jesus was dying. “My God, my God, why 
have you forsaken me?” In agony, He questions His Father with the 
words of Psalm 22. He is mocked, offered vinegar to drink, and finally 
with a loud voice, He cries out and gives up His Spirit. The Author of Life 
dies and His creation cannot help but react. The earth begins to shake 
and the rocks split open. Tombs are opened, and the dead are raised to 
life and they are seen by many. The thick curtain which separated the 
Holy of Holies from the rest of the temple is torn from top to bottom. It is 
not surprising that after seeing these signs and wonders, the centurion 
would be filled with awe and say, “Truly, this was the Son of God!” The 
Son of God, the true Holy of Holies has just been crucified. There is now 
nothing that can separate God and man. The Lamb of God has been 
slain. He has taken away the sins of the world. 
 
During this time of the year, we like to think of the babe lying in a manger 
surrounded by family and adoring shepherds. We recall the star guiding 
the Magi to the newborn King, and the angels over the fields of 
Bethlehem singing, “Glory to God in the Highest, and on earth peace, 
goodwill toward men.” We do not like to remember that as a man, this 
baby’s hands would be pierced by nails. He would be forsaken by God, 
mocked, and murdered.  But by this death, He has atoned for our sins. 
By his resurrection, He has defeated death. The Son of God will come 
again in glory, and He will bring the final peace on earth. 

Timothy Kern 
 
Hymn: “O Bride of Christ, Rejoice” (LSB 335:3) 
A humble beast He rides, 
Yet as a King presides; 
Though not arrayed in splendor, 
He makes the grave surrender. 

Hosanna, praise, and glory! 
Our King, we bow before Thee. 
 

Prayer: O Lord God, our Heavenly Father, we thank You that of Your 
great goodness and mercy You have caused Your only-begotten Son to 
become incarnate, that we through Him might be redeemed from sin and 
everlasting death; and we pray You, enlighten our hearts that we may be 
truly thankful to You for His gracious incarnation and birth, that we may 
be comforted by the same in all time of tribulation and temptation, and in 
the end be saved with an everlasting salvation; through Your dear Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. (Christmas Day) 



 

December 5  Psalm 22:6-11 
 
In today's text, King David speaks as a solitary sufferer, crying out to 
God in desperation. Suffering under the weight of this ridicule, He sees 
himself as a worm, no longer a man. Perhaps this could also be the 
prayer of any one of the Old Testament prophets, scorned and despised 
for preaching the Lord's Word. Indeed, this is how Christians are treated 
in our culture today. Precisely because they trust in the Lord, Christians 
are mocked. “Look at that Christian, weighed down by his close-minded 
bigotry,” they say. “Let his so-called god deliver him.” It often seems as 
though we are alone, waging a one-man battle against the evil of our 
culture. 
 
Yet here we hear the Gospel from an unlikely source. Though the mock-
ers mean sarcasm, their statement is true: “He trusts in the Lord; let him 
deliver him; let him rescue him, for he delights in him.” God will deliver 
you, for He delights in you. He told you so when He baptized you. When 
we look at our situation in the world, our salvation may seem hopeless, 
but our hope is in God alone. God will not abandon you in your suffering 
for He abandoned His Son in your place. So we speak to God as the 
Psalmist did. We speak to God of His promises for us. This is how Chris-
tians speak to God. God has made promises to us, and His promises are 
sure and true. He is not far from you; through trouble and mocking is 
near, the Lord will deliver you. 

Aaron Yaeger 
Hymn: “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” (LSB 334:5) 
Sin’s debt, that fearful burden, 
    Cannot His love erase;  
Your guilt the Lord will pardon 
    And cover by His grace. 
He comes, for you procuring 
    The peace of sin forgiv’n, 
His children thus securing 
    Eternal life in heav’n. 
 
Prayer: God, who is the source of mercy, who for us did descend into 
the womb of the Virgin; was nailed to the cross; did behold Your gar-
ments divided; did rise victorious from hell; we beseech You that You, 
remembering this Your actions among us, would free Your people from 
the mouth of the lion, as You did once deliver our fathers that hoped in 
You; who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. (Psalm 22) 



 

December 6                           Matthew 27:37-44 
 
The Man has been sentenced to die. His charge is written and nailed on 
the cross just like He Himself has been. This Jesus, the King of the Jews 
is guilty as charged. The word translated as “charge” also means 
“cause,” “reason,” or “purpose.” Indeed, being the King of the Jews is the 
reason that Jesus came to die! He came for the purpose of being our 
King, and for delivering His own people from their own death. 
 
The chief priests, scribes, and elders were also right, despite their mis-
erable attempts at irony. Jesus saved others, and because of His love for 
us, He could not save Himself. He who is the King of Israel did come 
down from the cross, although only because He was taken down upon 
His death. Yet God delivered the one of whom He said, “This is my 
beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” The Father delivered His 
Son from the pangs of death.   
 
It is not often that the king will step down from his mighty estate to dwell 
with the lowly inhabitants. This King is different: riding in the womb of a 
virgin as His chariot, and walking freely to His own death. Finally, as the 
King of the Jews, He ascended the hill assuming His position at the 
throne. His reign lasts for all of eternity, and the Holy Spirit helps us cry, 
"This is the King of the Jews," and, King of us all. 

Nathan Wille 
 

 

Hymn: “The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns” (LSB 348:2) 
Not as of old a little child, 
    To bear and fight and die, 
But crowned with glory like the sun 
    That lights the morning sky. 
 
Prayer: Almighty God, graciously behold this Your family for whom our 
Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed and delivered into the hands 
of sinful men to suffer death upon the cross; through the same Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. (Good Friday) 
  



 

December 7                                      Psalm 22:12-15 
 
From the view of the Good Friday cross, this all makes sense. Ravenous 
bulls surrounded Christ with mouths that didn’t just smile devilishly, but 
also roared out all kinds of mockeries. As death drew nearer, the bulls 
and snakes encompassed Christ, just waiting for His last breath. Here at 
the cross, the words of the Psalm are His. Indeed, a grim picture for this 
season of Advent. But that’s the point. 
 
Christ’s incarnation was God’s pouring out His Son like water onto us. 
Christ became man for this reason: to go the way of the cross to save 
sinners. On the cross, blood and water poured out from Christ’s side 
showing the world the Father’s love for his people. On the cross, Christ’s 
bones were not broken but pulled, stressed, and forced into the position 
of the atoning sacrifice. On the cross, Christ’s heart melted—physically, 
as to pay the price of death and torment for sins, and yet also 
passionately as He even spoke the words of His own work: “Father, 
forgive them for they do not know what they are doing.” On the cross, 
Christ’s tongue was loosed from His jaw by the sour wine, only to speak 
a final word, bow His head, and give up His spirit. Rejoice this Adventide! 
Just as the story of Advent did not end on Christmas, so too this Psalm is 
not Christ’s final word—He rose from the dead on Easter! Christ has won 
the victory over death for you, so that in Christ you may also live under 
Him in blessedness. Which means no bulls, devils, or even your sinful 
flesh can separate you from Christ’s promises. Your sins are forgiven.  

 
Rene Castillero 

 
Hymn: “Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending” (LSB 336:3) 
Those dear tokens of His passion 
    Still His dazzling body bears, 
Cause of endless exultation 
    To His ransomed worshipers. 
With what rapture, with what rapture, with what rapture 
    Gaze we on those glorious scars! 
 
Prayer: God, who is the source of mercy, who for us did descend into 
the womb of the Virgin; was nailed to the cross; did behold Your gar-
ments divided; did rise victorious from hell; we beseech You that You, 
remembering this Your actions among us, would free Your people from 
the mouth of the lion, as You did once deliver our fathers that hoped in 
You; who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. (Psalm 22) 



 

December 8  John 19:28-30 
 
St. John writes that the Lord “gave up His Spirit.” How many times have 
we been told to get into the Christmas spirit? Shopping, Bing Crosby, 
and the movie Elf seem to be the right combination for most. By the time 
Christmas arrives, the spirit of Christmas has been exhausted and there 
seems to be little joy left. The spirit of emotions can only take us so far.  
 
Christ on the cross yielded up His Spirit and gave His body to death so it 
would be raised on the third day. Christ willingly gave up the Spirit in 
humility and with a bowed head. He would receive His Spirit again with a 
raised head. That same Holy Spirit is with you as you prepare to 
celebrate the birth of Christ and His second Advent to come. God is the 
God of truth, not emotions. The Lord was born, gave His Spirit, died, and 
rose for all. Winter songs and mall shopping trips come and go, but the 
Word of the Lord remains forever. The Spirit is with us when we gather 
as the Church during Advent to receive the forgiveness of sins, the Word 
of God, and Holy Communion. The Holy Spirit keeps us in the true Faith 
over this Advent season which does not change, disappoint, or ever 
leave us.  
 

Adam Barkley 
Hymn: “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” (LSB 340:2) 
A righteous Helper comes to thee; 
His chariot is humility, 
His kingly crown is holiness, 
His scepter, pity in distress. 
The end of all our woe He brings; 
Therefore the earth is glad and sings. 
To Christ the Savior raise 
Your grateful hymns of praise. 
Prayer: O Lord Jesus Christ, we heartily thank You for Your holy Pas-
sion and bitter death, for Your sorrow and anguish of heart, for Your 
pains and wounds, for all that You did endure in body and soul. Your 
soul was exceedingly sorrowful even unto death. You gave Your back to 
the smiters, and Your cheeks to them that plucked off the hair, and did 
not hide Your face from shame and spitting. Being numbered with the 
transgressors, You were as a curse hanged upon a tree; Your hands and 
feet were pierced with nails; in Your parching thirst they gave You vin-
egar and gall to drink; and even in Your death men reviled You. You 
were brought as a lamb to the slaughter; and as a sheep before her 
shearers is silent, so You opened not Your mouth. Amen. (The 
Crucifixion)  



 

December 9   
 
Jesus asks how is it David said, “The Lord said to my Lord, sit at my right 
hand, until I put your enemies under your feet”? Does this not refer to the 
Messiah to come? Did not David recognize that the Messiah would be 
both His offspring and Lord?  Yes! Therefore, David prophesied in Psalm 
22, not only of the Messiah to come, but the way in which He would 
conquer our enemies: sin, death and the devil! We are the reason our 
Savior came in such lowly estate: a babe wrapped in swaddling clothes. 
He came to die and pay a price we could never imagine paying. This 
Advent we look forward with awe to the Passion of our Savior.  He is our 
recompense, the payment for our transgression, a punishment we alone 
deserve. We are the reason for this season. Consider with joy the price 
which has been paid and do not look at Jesus’ sacrifice with sorrow or 
grief. Rather, see with joy the vicarious sacrifice our Lord paid in full. 
Ever so vivid, see the image of our Savior, that babe in the manger who 
came to be crucified on that cross, to bleed in our stead, and to cover us 
with His blood.  Know that it was for your sake, beloved, that He endured 
this punishment, “Dogs encompass me; a company of evildoers encircles 
me; they have pierced my hands and feet.” Hearing these words, we 
boldly say, “Christ Jesus avails for me. Amen!” 

Jonah Domenichelli 
 
 

Hymn: “Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending” (LSB 336:2) 
Ev’ry eye shall now behold Him 
    Robed in glorious majesty; 
Those who set at naught and sold Him, 
    Pierced and nailed Him to the tree, 
Deeply wailing, deeply wailing, deeply wailing, 
    Shall their true Messiah see. 
 
Prayer: God, who is the source of mercy, who for us did descend into 
the womb of the Virgin; was nailed to the cross; did behold Your gar-
ments divided; did rise victorious from hell; we beseech You that You, 
remembering this Your actions among us, would free Your people from 
the mouth of the lion, as You did once deliver our fathers that hoped in 
You; who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. (Psalm 22) 
  



 

December 10                                 John 19:16-24 
 
I have heard it said during Advent, “Don’t be so eager to kill baby Jesus.” 
The point is well taken. There is more than enough gospel goodness and 
beauty in the incarnation to look forward to in this Advent season that we 
don’t need to skip past Christmas, Epiphany, and Lent, and land our-
selves right on Good Friday. Nevertheless we know that this Christ-child 
whom we eagerly anticipate would be born to die. For it is from his cross 
that all things are put into focus. 
 
So Pilate wrote and inscription and put it on the cross. It read, “Jesus of 
Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” This inscription hearkens back to the 
Magi in the Christmas narrative when they asked Herod, “Where is he, 
born King of the Jews?” “Here he is” says the inscription in Greek, 
Aramaic, and Latin for all people, even gentiles from the east. In an ironic 
twist it was the chief priests of the Jews that did not recognize their king, 
as even the (so called) king, Herod, did not recognize the true king of 
glory. 
 
At his nativity our Lord was wrapped in swaddling clothes, but then at his 
crucifixion he was stripped and soldiers cast lots for his clothes. His cra-
dle became a cross, and just like that.… I killed the baby Jesus. It was 
for the sin of you and me that our Lord was born into the world, and for 
our sin he died. Where is he, born king of the Jews? There he is, 
crucified for the sin of the world.  

Trenton Wollberg 
 

Hymn: “Once He Came in Blessing” (LSB 333:1) 
Once He came in blessing, 
All our sins redressing; 
    Came in likeness lowly, 
    Son of God most holy; 
Bore the cross to save us; 
Hope and freedom gave us. 
 
Prayer: O You most adorable Savior, our merciful High Priest, we thank 
You that You did atone for our rebellion against the holy will of God by 
offering up unto Your heavenly Father Your holy, innocent will; and we 
beseech You, so govern and direct our wills, by virtue of Your great 
atoning sacrifice and through the power of Your Holy Spirit, that in child-
like obedience we may gladly do the will of Your heavenly Father. Do this 
we pray You, for Your own sake. Amen. (Season of Lent) 



 

December 11                               Psalm 22:25-31 
 
All my praise comes from you Most Holy Lord.  For you, I am on bended 
knee; I worship you the King of all.  You have restored me and not 
forgotten me.  You, dear Lord, have filled me with Your body and blood 
and with it have cleansed me and made me holy.  I will praise You, dear 
Lord, because You have turned me to your eternal embrace.  Your Spirit 
has filled me, and out of my mouth I speak Your word. From my hands I 
write of what You have done, and by my body I follow as You have led 
me.  Your Church by the Spirit does these great things: proclaiming, 
writing, and walking by the gospel. Through these, all will know and may 
come to believe of Your righteousness. 
 
All that we are is because He, namely Christ, has done it.  He has 
provided the cure to our sinful state.  We are given His meal that we may 
be assured of His forgiveness.  This is the same promise given to you 
when He placed His name on your forehead that “...your hearts live 
forever.” He has done this.  Glory be to God that Jesus came down in 
humbleness, to be born and sacrificed as the Son of God.  And in His 
righteousness, we are made His own.  That is His merciful gift to us—an 
eternal life forgiven.  And we continually do praise Him who has done it. 

Adam McDowell 
 

Hymn: “The Advent of Our King” (LSB 334:1) 
The advent of our King 
    Our prayers must now employ, 
And we must hymns of welcome sing 
    In strains of holy joy. 
 
Prayer: God, who is the source of mercy, who for us did descend into 
the womb of the Virgin; was nailed to the cross; did behold Your gar-
ments divided; did rise victorious from hell; we beseech You that You, 
remembering this Your actions among us, would free Your people from 
the mouth of the lion, as You did once deliver our fathers that hoped in 
You; who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. (Psalm 22)  



 

December 12                                 John 12:20-36 
Jesus’ hour has finally come.  The purpose of Him being conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary is to suffer under Pontius Pilate, 
die, be buried, descend into Hell, and third day rise again from the dead.  
Jesus declares, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.”  
His glorification will not be pretty, in fact, it will be very bloody.  His 
glorification will not come with pomp and circumstance, but with beatings 
and mockery. 
 
Why does Jesus suffer all this?  Because of His Father’s love.  God the 
Father shows His love for the world by sending His only begotten Son, 
not to condemn it, but to save it.  Here in John Chapter 12, we have the 
world being brought to Jesus. The Greeks, part of the more inclusive 
“Gentiles,” along with the Jews made up every tribe and people of the 
world.  In fact, the Greeks are simply called “the nations” in the Greek 
language.  In our text Jesus proclaims, “I, when I am lifted up from the 
earth, will draw all people to myself.” 

“All people” could not be a more inclusive term.  Name any ethnic group; 
they most certainly are part of “all people.”  Jesus’ words are significant 
because they are sweet words of Gospel that give us great assurance. 
Jesus Christ is the “Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world” 
(Jn. 1:29).  That means if I am a person who is a part of “all people,” then 
Jesus Christ has died for my sins. Thanks be to God that He draws us to 
Himself this Advent season through His Word and His Sacraments! 

Aaron Spratt 
 

Hymn: “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” (LSB 340:1) 
Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates! 
Behold, the King of glory waits. 
    The King of kings is drawing near; 
    The Savior of the world is here. 
Life and salvation He doth bring; 
Therefore rejoice and gladly sing. 
    To God the Father raise 
    Your joyful songs of praise. 
 
Prayer: Awaken us, Lord God, that we may be ready when Your Son 
comes to receive Him with gladness and serve You with a pure heart, 
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. (Advent 1 Gospel) 



 

 
December 13                                Genesis 12:1-3  
 
These days of Advent are often filled with times of travel.  We go to the 
office Christmas party, the kids’ school musical rehearsals, and friends’ 
parties. We go to the mall to buy gifts, and back again for more.  It 
seems that we are always on the go.  Why? I guess it’s just what we do.  
It’s frantic and frustrating, stressful and nerve-racking, but we do it every 
year without fail. 
 
Abram was also a man on the go.  His travels were a bit different from 
what we experience this time of year.  God spoke to him and told him to 
leave all he knew behind and settle in a new land.  No doubt, this caused 
some stress in his life.  Nevertheless, he did as he was told.  He picked 
up and moved.  And why? Was it because God had promised Abram 
blessings and prosperity?  Was it because Abram was just ready for a 
change of scenery?  No. Abram listened to God’s Word because he had 
been given faith.  The Lord had called Abram out of idolatry from which 
he deserved nothing but death.  Abram had done nothing to merit God’s 
call. Yet, God showed us that it’s not by works but by His grace that we 
are called to follow Him. So too have you been called!  God called you 
out of your sin-filled lives and keeps you in His merciful hands, through 
His Word and Sacraments. The promise He made to Abram He has 
made to you. You too are blessed! Go in Peace. 

Kelly Krieg 

 

Hymn: “Savior of the Nations, Come” (LSB 332:1) 
Not by human flesh and blood, 
By the Spirit of our God, 
Was the Word of God made flesh— 
Woman’s offspring, pure and fresh. 
 
Prayer: Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping that awake we 
may watch with Christ and asleep we may rest in peace. Amen. 
(Compline canticle antiphon) 
  



 

December 14                                Matthew 1:1-6  
 
Lo how a list of names e’er blooming! These people form the house and 
line of David, from where the Promised Messiah, the Shoot of Jesse 
stems. These names are not the subject of this passage however. No, 
these names are merely the stem on which the Rose is blooming. This is 
the Rose of which Isaiah foretold. This is the God of Abraham, of Isaac, 
and of Jacob. This is the Rose which was be nurtured in the womb of the 
virgin and born into a world hostile to this sort of purity. 

 
The beauty of the Rose is often mistaken for some sort of worldly charm.  
This sacred Rose had thorns, but these thorns adorned His wounded 
head. The smell of this Rose was unpleasant, reeking of sweat and spit. 
This Rose was deep scarlet in hue because of the blood which seeped 
from His pores. The petals of this Rose were opened wide and nailed to 
a wooden post. This Rose suffered, died, and was planted in the clay. 
Grim death could not hold this flow’ret bright. Three days after the Rose 
was planted, It burst through the dust of the earth, never to die again. 
Christ, the Rose of the stem now lives and reigns to all eternity and gives 
His peace to all who believe in Him. 

 
This Flow'r whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the air, 

Dispels with glorious splendor the darkness ev'rywhere. 
True Man, yet very God. 

 
Nathan Wille 

 
Hymn: “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” (LSB 384:3) 
This is He whom seers in old time 
     Chanted of with one accord, 
Whom the voices of the prophets 
     Promised in their faithful word. 
Now He shines, the long-expected; 
     Let the creation praise the Lord 
          Evermore and evermore. 
 
Prayer: Merciful God, Heavenly Father, who hast given Your only-
begotten Son to become man, that through Him we might be made par-
takers of all Your heavenly gifts, grant that in true faith we may comfort 
ourselves with Your mercy, and thus obtain the blessed fruits of His holy 
incarnation; through the same You dear Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen (Second Christmas Epistle) 



 

December 15                                     Isaiah 9:1-7  
 
These words paint an amazing picture for us! It hardly needs any 
exposition. Suddenly, after a time of despair, the nation will realize that 
their glorious King, their Messiah, came as a little child: to us a child is 
born. He who was from eternity the Son of God was given to us as a little 
baby in Bethlehem. At last, we recognize after centuries of our rejection 
and rebellion the King of kings has come. This is Emmanuel: God with 
us. The four titles Isaiah lists represent that. Wonderful Counselor: He 
unveils to us secrets about ourselves, counsels us how to avoid the 
heartaches and problems that otherwise would eat at us, showing the 
way of deliverance from the blemish and pollution of sin and the devil. 
Mighty God: that unquestionably divine title can only describe God. He is 
the Mighty One. The next title is more than simply Everlasting Father—it 
is Father of Eternity. This is surely a reference to the fact that Jesus 
alone can give eternal life; He is eternal life’s father for it originates with 
him. As many who believe in him, to them he gave his power to become 
the sons of God. Prince of Peace: He stated himself, “My peace I give 
unto you.” “Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be 
no end.” This phrase captures the universal character of the Messiah's 
reign and its extension at last to the whole created cosmos. The key, of 
course, is in these words, to us a child is born, to us a son is given. It is 
to us He came, to us He is born. He is God with us, to strengthen and 
guide us, to meet our needs, and to forgive our sins. Emmanuel the Lord 
is with us.  

Nicholas Martinez 
 

 
Hymn: “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” (LSB 338:1) 
Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, 
    Born to set Thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us; 
    Let us find our rest in Thee. 
Israel’s strength and consolation, 
    Hope of all the earth Thou art, 
Dear desire of ev’ry nation, 
    Joy of ev’ry longing heart. 
 
Prayer: Grant we beseech You, almighty God, that the new birth of Your 
only-begotten Son in the flesh may set us free who are held in the old 
bondage under the yoke of sin; through the same Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, ever, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. (Christmas Day) 
  



 

December 16                                     Luke 2:1-20 
 
Do you hear what I hear? Anyone who has been to a church service at 
Christmastime has listened to story of the shepherds and angels and a 
baby in Bethlehem. Even the secular world has listened to Linus’ recital 
on television in "Merry Christmas, Charlie Brown!" for more than 50 years 
now. And the world still listens—it's a beautiful story! It’s even more 
beautiful if we can see the baby Jesus through the eyes of the Gospel 
writer Luke. Unlike the other three Gospel authors, Luke was never an 
eyewitness to any of the events in Jesus' life. Luke didn't just listen as he 
assembled event after event in Jesus' life, he heard. Throughout his 
entire Gospel account, he paints a picture of Jesus as a servant, a baby 
born in Bethlehem to live a servant's life before dying a servant's death.   
 
Imagine a cool, clear, dark night. Suddenly, there's a bright light in the 
sky! Shepherds band together in fear, then are calmed by an angel’s 
voice. In the relative silence of the pasture, in the stillness of the night, 
God chose to speak to those who would not just stop and listen, but 
would hear. Shepherds were nomadic and often returned home with 
news of events in other places, they didn't represent nobility, 
government, or authority of any type. Shepherds in a field at midnight 
would hear the message and then pass it along. “And when they saw it, 
they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this 
child. And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them.” 
Do you hear what I hear? God’s living, breathing gift of salvation to a 
world broken by sin coos softly in a manger. 

Edward Holschuh 

 

Hymn: “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” (LSB 338:2) 
Born Thy people to deliver; 
    Born a child and yet a king! 
Born to reign in us forever, 
    Now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By Thine own eternal Spirit 
    Rule in all our hearts alone; 
By Thine all-sufficient merit 
    Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 
Prayer: Almighty and everlasting God, enlighten our hearts, that we may 
ever find joy and comfort in the birth of Your dear Son, make known 
abroad Your loving-kindness, give You praise and glory, and with peace 
abiding in our hearts, may patiently endure and overcome all adversity; 
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. (Second Christmas 
Gospel) 



 

December 17                                 Psalm 31:1-18  
 
David was well experienced with affliction and distress. He had to hide 
from various enemies that wanted to take his life. In the reading today, 
David poured out the lament of his heart to the Lord in the words of 
Psalm 31. In this Psalm, David lays all that is on his heart and mind 
before the Lord. Yet, even though all this affliction and distress has 
befallen him, he is able to rejoice and be glad in the steadfast love of the 
Lord. How is he able to do this? God in his steadfast love saw his 
affliction, knew the distress of his soul and delivered him from the hand 
of his enemy. God shows you this same steadfast love in your affliction 
and distress! 
 
In your affliction and distress God shows the place of his steadfast love, 
through the one whose Advent we have been preparing for. He delivers 
you from the hand of your enemy the Devil, and places your feet on the 
broad place where your deliverance was won. Since he has seen your 
affliction, known the distress of your soul, and has delivered you from the 
hand of your enemy, you too can rejoice and be glad in the steadfast 
love of God even in the midst of affliction and distress! God, we rejoice 
and are glad for having been delivered from our affliction, distress and 
our enemy.  

Zachary Voss 
 

Hymn: “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” (LSB 344:3) 
We hail Thee as our Savior, Lord, 
Our refuge and our great reward; 
Without Thy grace we waste away 
Like flow’rs that wither and decay. 
 
Prayer:O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your 
mighty power defend us from all adversities that may happen to the body 
and from all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. (Second Sunday in Lent) 
 
  



 

December 18                                      Luke 23:44-49 
 
Any time we finish a task, or paper, or something like an on the job 
project, we have that moment where we exhale, we loosen up and we 
yield away our spirit of working. We take moment to relax and maybe 
even celebrate that our work has been completed. This can be a joyous 
moment or at least a happy moment, this before moving on to the next 
task. When Jesus yields his spirit to God the father, the work of salvation 
was completed, and the Temple curtain was torn in two. This moment, 
while appearing as a dark moment, is for us a joyous moment, for the 
wrath that was meant for us has fully been poured out; the price has 
been paid and the victory has been won. For the completion of this work 
allows everyone to come into his presence and yield their spirit and sins 
to him, so that they may receive the righteousness of Christ. The 
completion of this work leads to the new Sabbath rest, in which we can 
rest from the work that is done on our souls, by receiving the gospel of 
Christ. So, as we continue day to day, task to task, paper to paper, and 
project to project, in our waiting for the second coming of Christ; let us 
walk in the peace of Christ completed work.  

David Walsh 

 

Hymn: “When All the World Was Cursed” (LSB 346-3) 
Behold the Lamb of God 
    That bears the world’s transgression, 
Whose sacrifice removes 
    The devil’s dread oppression. 
Behold the Lamb of God, 
    Who takes away our sin, 
Who for our peace and joy 
    Will full atonement win. 
 
Prayer: O Lord Jesus Christ, You innocent Lamb of God, who did carry 
Your cross and upon it the burden of our sin and sorrow, we beseech 
You, enable us by Your Holy Spirit to comfort ourselves at all times in 
true faith with Your perfect satisfaction for our sins, to praise and glorify 
You for Your unspeakable love, and to bear our cross after You with 
patience and humility, that, having suffered with You, we may also by 
Your mercy be raised with You to everlasting glory, who lives and reigns 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
(Season of Lent) 
  



 

December 19                                         Joel 2:28-32 
 
The star was given to Magi and the angels proclaimed good news to 
poor shepherds. Christ was born and there were wonders in the heavens 
and on earth. The Last Day will also be a “great and awesome day” as 
the prophet Joel proclaims. Many worry they will not be part of the elect 
that will be saved when the Lord returns. Today’s reading reverses such 
thinking. There is no ladder to climb up to God. Everyone who calls on 
the name of the Lord will be saved. Faith grabs hold of the promises of 
God. The Christian life is a life of reception. Do you call upon the name 
of the Lord? If so, then the Lord calls you home. On the Last Day all will 
be pulled out of their graves. You and all believers in Christ will be taken 
bodily from this valley of sorrow to God Himself in heaven. 

Many will look to the stars and assume those stars direct their lives. The 
movements of planets and constellations foretell the future for those 
desperately looking to know their fate. The opposite is true. The Christ 
child’s future was not determined by the movement of stars. Instead, it is 
the child Himself who directed the stars. No one knows when that “great 
and awesome day of the Lord” will arrive. Do not worry about what you 
do not know. Have faith is what the Lord has given you to know. All 
believers in Christ will be called home by the Father. This truth was 
made manifest in the Christ who was born in Bethlehem in order to 
redeem all people. The Last Day will be a great day, rejoice in that.  
 

Adam Barkley 

 

Hymn: “Creator of the Stars of Night” (LSB 351:5) 
O Thou, whose coming is with dread 
To judge the living and the dead, 
Preserve us from the ancient foe 
While still we dwell on earth below. 
 
Prayer: Send, we beseech You, almighty God, Your Holy Spirit into our 
hearts, that He may rule and direct us according to Your will, comfort us 
in all our temptations and afflictions, defend us from all error, and lead us 
into all truth, that we, being steadfast in the faith, may increase in love 
and in all good works, and in the end obtain everlasting life; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen. (Whitsunday Gospel) 
  



 

December 20                                    Acts 2:14-24 
   
The birth of Christ wasn’t accidental. It didn’t occur by chance. It was 
God’s plan to provide mankind with salvation. This plan was first 
proclaimed to humanity in the Garden of Eden, when Adam and Eve 
hear God telling the Devil that the offspring of the woman would crush 
the serpent. God continued to promise His people that He would provide 
for their salvation, and throughout history God gave more and more 
details about how He would provide them with their salvation. God told 
Abraham that all of humanity would be blessed through Him. By the 
power of the Holy Spirit Isaiah prophesied that the Virgin would give 
birth, and that the name of the child would be Immanuel which means 
‘God with us’. And then God sent the angel Gabriel to proclaim to Mary 
that she was by the power of the Holy Spirit to conceive and bear a Son, 
and He would be called Jesus. 
 
When Jesus was a child, He displayed wisdom of scriptures that amazed 
the priests. And as an adult, He taught not as a scribe, but as one with 
authority. And He verified His authority by performing countless miracles; 
He healed the sick, fed the multitudes, raised the dead, and calmed the 
storms. All these miracles though were merely leading up to His greatest 
work of all: His death and resurrection. While the miracles of Jesus 
provided health and peace for some in this world, by Jesus death He has 
provided forgiveness for all people, and by His resurrection He has 
attained eternal life for all people as well. Jesus was delivered up 
according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God. And after Jesus 
was crucified, God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, and 
winning for us eternal salvation.  

Kyle McBee 
 
 
Hymn: “The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns” (LSB 348:3) 
Oh, brighter than the rising morn 
    When Christ, victorious, rose 
And left the lonesome place of death 
    Despite the rage of foes. 
 
Prayer: Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, who, of Your tender love 
toward us sinners, have given us Your Son, that, believing in Him, we 
may have everlasting life: grant us, we pray, Your Holy Spirit, that we 
may continue steadfast in this faith to the end, and may come to ever-
lasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. (Pentecost Monday 
Gospel)  



 

December 21                                   Micah 5:2-5a 
 
The word advent comes from the Latin for “coming.” In our text, today, 
the prophet Micah eloquently writes of the first advent with these words, 
“from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, from 
whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days.”  For a long time, it 
looked as if the one whom Micah prophesied would not come at all.  In 
time both the northern and southern kingdoms would fall, and it 
appeared that the promise of a Messiah from the lineage of David would 
not be kept by God. Thankfully, God keeps His promises.  From the “little 
town of Bethlehem”, the Ruler from the royal line of David came. He was 
called Savior by the angels, Christ the Lord, who came to reconcile His 
people back to Him. 
 
Yet, Christ goes one step further. For you see He came as God 
incarnate, He came in the flesh and died on the cross so that our sins 
are forgiven. In the waters of baptism, the marks of the cross are placed 
upon your forehead and your heart, the promise that you are loved, 
made new, forgiven.  When you receive His body and blood in, with, and 
under the bread and wine, He gives you His promise again, “This is my 
body…” “This is my blood, given and shed for you for the forgiveness of 
all your sins”.  For you He came, for you He died, for you He will come 
again just as He promised.  

David Casey-Motley 
 
Hymn: “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came” (LSB 356:4) 
Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born 
In Bethlehem all on a Christmas morn, 
And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say: 
“Most highly favored lady.” 
    Gloria! 
Prayer: Merciful God, Heavenly Father, who has given Your only-
begotten Son to become man, that through Him we might be made par-
takers of all Your heavenly gifts, grants that in true faith we may comfort 
ourselves with Your mercy, and thus obtain the blessed fruits of His holy 
incarnation; through the same Your dear Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. (2nd Christmas Day Epistle) 
  



 

December 22                                    Matthew 2:2-12                                                           
 

Advent is a season of repentance. This means a returning to one’s 
baptism, the drowning of one’s sins, and the humbling of one’s pride. 
Pride’s a sneaky king.  He always puts on the best face. He wants you to 
know that he’s right there with you, all the way. He feels just like you do 
about everything, and he’ll help you with whatever you need. At least he 
sounds like he will. And what’s worse, he sounds convincing. He’s 
probably helped you all through your life.  Pride knows your strengths 
and is quick to cover your weaknesses.  He always gives you the credit 
and protects your reputation.  It seems like he knows you better than you 
know yourself.  But every once in awhile, pride trips up. The child king of 
Bethlehem comes without power, without grace, without love. He comes 
to rule hearts without any beauty or comeliness that moves you to 
worship Him.  This strange King, who comes in humility confounds the 
kings of the world, He is troubling to them. His innocence is troubling to 
your kingly pride. But that sneaky king has met his match.  Your humble 
King of promise will work miracles that put sneaky pride’s plans in the 
shade.  The humility of Jesus’ infant birth shines brightly against the 
proud angel of light’s fall from heaven. The continuing humility of that 
baby led Him all the way to His death on the cross. The kings of the 
world worship the glories of creation, but the glory of your King is hidden 
in the world.  King Pride will not survive the coming onslaught of this ride. 
For the infant King comes with rising tide to die.  

Justin Massey 
 

Hymn: “As with Gladness Men of Old” (LSB 397:1) 
As with gladness men of old 
Did the guiding star behold; 
    As with joy they hailed its light, 
    Leading onward, beaming bright; 
So, most gracious Lord, may we 
Evermore be led by Thee. 
 
Prayer: O eternal God and Father, who has revealed Your Son as the 
only Savior from sin, and called us to the blessed knowledge of salva-
tion, we thank You that You have hitherto preserved Your truth among us 
despite all the wiles and assaults of the Wicked One; and we beseech 
You, keep us evermore in purity of doctrine, and send forth Your Word 
among men, accompanying it with the effectual working of Your Holy 
Spirit, that many may be brought to know Your Son, and obtain the 
inheritance of everlasting life; through the same Your dear Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. (Epiphany Gospel) 



 

December 23                               Jeremiah 31:15-17 
 
Rachel died with hope for her future. As Rachel gave birth to Benjamin, 
she knew that the name of Israel would live on through him and his 
brothers and the generations that would follow. Rachel knew this be-
cause the Lord had declared it. The Lord declared that as long as Israel 
did not turn from him, he would bless them and multiply them in the land 
he would give them to possess. But when the sons of Rachel turned 
toward the dead idols of other nations they distanced themselves from 
any hope for a future.  Without the Lord Israel had no life, no name to 
pass on, no promised land in which to dwell, no hope for a future.  Such 
was the cause for the lamentation and bitter weeping in the land of exile 
from which there was no comfort.  This Advent season we join the cry of 
Rachel as we confront the lifeless, nameless, desolate, hopeless world 
of our own exile.     
 
And this Advent the Lord hears the cry of his exiled people.  While we 
like exiled Israel give out a cry of hopelessness, the Lord declares a 
hope for our future.  The Lord declares to us at the birth of Jesus Christ 
that our Promised Land has arrived.  The Lord declares that by the death 
of Jesus Christ all who are gathered into this Promised Land possess his 
holy name and life eternal. Therefore keep your voice from weeping and 
your eyes from tears, for you like Rachel’s children are greatly blessed in 
the Habitation of Righteousness. The Lord has declared it; and in Christ 
it is so.  May God bless your Advent journey toward the incarnate and 
crucified Christ, for in him is hope for your future.   

Thomas Cowell 
 

Hymn: “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People” (LSB 347:1) 
“Comfort, comfort ye My people, 
    Speak ye peace,” thus saith our God; 
“Comfort those who sit in darkness, 
    Mourning ’neath their sorrows’ load. 
Speak ye to Jerusalem 
Of the peace that waits for them; 
    Tell her that her sins I cover 
    And her warfare now is over.” 
 
Prayer: Almighty God, who knows us to be set in the midst of so many 
and great dangers, that by reason of the frailty of our nature we cannot 
always stand upright, grant to us such strength and protection as may 
support us in all dangers, and carry us through all temptations; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. (Collect for Epiphany 4)  



 

December 24                             Matthew 2:13-23 
 
No one likes having a tyrant in authority over their own nation.  Herod the 
Great was devious ruler his own day, and thought nothing of having 
potential rivals to his crown eliminated.  Once, he had his teenage 
brother-in-law, Aristobulos, made high priest.  After seeing the young 
man’s popularity with the Jewish people he had Aristobulos drowned in 
the pool at the Jericho palace during a banquet.  Herod would later have 
two of his sons executed on charges of treason. In today’s reading, 
Herod realizes the Magi have not returned to tell him of the whereabouts 
of the boy king Jesus.  Herod fears the child and will stop at nothing to 
protect his reign from a supposed usurper. He will even kill the little chil-
dren of Bethlehem to protect himself. What could Joseph the Guardian, a 
simple tradesman, do against the wrath of Herod?  What hope could one 
carpenter have against a wicked king? 
 
Joseph is ultimately helpless against Herod the Great, but the Lord is 
not. Joseph’s trust is in the Lord, for he does as he is commanded that 
night.  He takes the child and his mother into Egypt for refuge.  Sure 
enough, when Herod the Great dies, the angel returns to Joseph and 
tells him to go back into Israel.  In a replay of the Exodus, the Holy 
Family come up out of Egypt. Jesus isn’t returning to Israel to contest 
Herod’s family for some Roman client kingdom.  He will win for Himself a 
crown of His own through His Death and Resurrection.  Pilate will write 
even write “King of the Jews," on Jesus’ cross.  And on the Last Day, 
every knee will bow before Him, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 
 

Brett Witmer 

Hymn: “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People” (LSB 347:2) 
Yea, her sins our God will pardon, 
    Blotting out each dark misdeed; 
All that well deserved His anger 
    He no more will see or heed. 
She hath suffered many_a day, 
Now her griefs have passed away; 
    God will change her pining sadness 
    Into ever-springing gladness. 
 
Prayer: Previous page. 
  



 

December 25  Luke 1:67-80 
 
Christmas is here, but we are not done with prophecy. At the birth of 
John the Baptist, Zechariah began the familiar words of the Benedictus 
with praise to God that He has kept His promises and fulfilled what the 
prophets spoke from of old. Throughout this Advent we have rejoiced 
with Zechariah that God keeps His Word and delivers us. 
  
But this is not where the Benedictus ends. Zechariah goes on to himself 
prophecy what John will do as forerunner of the Messiah. So too through-
out His earthly ministry Jesus prophesied of His impending death and 
resurrection. All this was found in the Old Testament, but God continued 
to give His people prophecies to remind them of what He was doing and 
to strengthen their faith. While prophecy has now ceased, we still look 
forward the fulfillment of those final eschatological prophecies. As we 
wait we know that these will be fulfilled just as certainly as Christ fulfilled 
both the prophecies we have looked at and all the rest. And so we 
rejoice in God’s faithful Word and confess with the whole Church that 
Jesus Christ “will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 
dead, whose kingdom will have no end,” and we “look for the resurrect-
tion of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.” 
 

Phillip Fischaber  
 
Hymn: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (LSB 357:6) 
O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 
Prayer: O almighty God, who has built Your Church upon the foundation 
of the Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief 
Cornerstone: grant us to be joined together in unity of spirit by their doc-
trine, that we may be made a holy temple, acceptable to You, through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. (Evangelists, Apostles, 
and Martyrs) 
  



 

 
The Nativity, Julius Schnorr von Carolsfeld 

Die Bibel in Bildern, 1860 
 
 

What Child Is This 
(LSB 370) 

 
What child is this, who, laid to rest, 
On Mary's lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
While shepherds watch are keeping? 
This, this is Christ the king, 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, 
The babe, the son of Mary! 

Why lies He in such mean estate 
Where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 
The silent Word is pleading. 
Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, 
The cross be borne for me, for you; 
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, 
The babe, the son of Mary! 

 
 

So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; 
Come, peasant king, to own Him. 
The King of kings salvation brings; 
Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 
Raise, raise the song on high, 
The virgin sings her lullaby; 
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, 
The babe, the son of Mary! 
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