What Can You Do to Help?

Educational Debt When
Entering Seminary
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The training of future pastors and deaconesses requires
the support and encouragement of the whole Church.
There are many ways that you can help, including the
following:
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Many students, however, continue to borrow in order to
fund their education while at seminary. This next graph
represents the amount of debt incurred by the most recent
fourth-year class of CTSFW students during their time at
the Seminary.
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Contribute to the Seminary’s Financial Aid
Program. The General Student Aid fund helps to
offset the tuition cost of all students.

For individuals who would like to donate a major
gift, an endowment can be established that will
generate income for student aid for years to come.
The Seminary also offers a Student Adoption
Program where congregations and individuals are
assigned a specific Seminary student to support
with prayers and financial gifts during his or her
years of academic study.
To donate to General Student Aid or fund an
endowment, email Advancement@ctsfw.edu or
phone 877-287-4338.

Improving the
Economic Well-being
of Future Servants
of Jesus Christ

To participate in the Student Adoption Program,
go to www.ctsfw.edu/StudentAdoption, email
StudentAdoption@ctsfw.edu or phone 260-452-2267.

With the prayers and support of God’s faithful
people, future church workers will continue to be trained
and sent out into the world to proclaim the Gospel of
Jesus Christ. We pray that you will join us in this very
important task. Who knows, perhaps one of our current
students will one day be your pastor or deaconess. Please
consider the ways that you can help our students today
enter their field of service in the Church without the
burden of excessive student debt.
Thank you for your continued prayers and support of
Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, as we form
servants in Jesus Christ who teach the faithful, reach the
lost and care for all.

Connect with us at:
SupportFutureServants.ctsfw.edu

Concordia Theological Seminary
exists to form servants in

Jesus Christ
who teach the faithful,
reach the lost,
and care for all.
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Phone: 260-452-2250

Concordia Theological Seminary
6600 North Clinton Street
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46825

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

Is a Residential Seminary
Education Still Necessary?

We at Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne
(CTSFW), are committed to providing that in-depth
training. Furthermore, we are convinced that bringing
future pastors and deaconesses of the church to the
Seminary campus for intensive study in the Word of God
is still the best way to accomplish that goal. While we are
making use of distance learning via the Internet in some
of our programs, nothing can replace the one-on-one
daily interaction between the students and their
professors, not to mention the deep relationships that
students are able to form with each other as together they
learn to contend for the faith (Jude 3).

Why Must Seminary
Education Be so Expensive?

We recognize that there are significant costs associated
with attending seminary. If seminary training is to be
relevant and robust, it requires sufficient resources
(e.g., faculty, staff, library resources) that will support the
student in his or her studies. While we do everything we
can to control costs at the Seminary, there are still
substantial expenses that the student must bear:
$26,700
(14,700)
$9,000
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$24,700

Tuition for One Year

Less Seminary Tuition Grant

Room/Board On-Campus
(off-campus costs may be greater)
Books/Fees/Transportation

Total (does not include health
insurance and other misc. expenses)

In the last 20 years, an increasing percentage of CTSFW
graduates have had to rely on student loans to fund their
seminary education. As the following chart shows, over
80% of our current graduates have federal student loans.

Federal Student Loans
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Has the Cost to Students
Always Been This High?

The simple answer is “no.” One reason for the change
has to do with the funding model of pastoral education.
Over the past three decades the amount of subsidy that
the Synod provides to the seminaries has decreased
considerably:
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Increasingly, we live in a world where even the most basic
tenets of the Christian faith are being challenged.
Multiculturalism, relativism, gender identity issues, samesex marriage—whatever the issue, Christians in the 21st
century must contend with new ways of thinking that
demand a thoughtful and faithful response. Now more
than ever we need pastors who are well-trained, pastors
who can lead the people of God to give a reason for the
hope that is in them (1 Peter 3:15). The same is also true
for theologically trained women who have committed
themselves to serve as deaconesses in our congregations
and in other ministry settings.

How Are Students Handling
the Increasing Costs?

While that amount has increased somewhat in recent
years, it is less than a third of what it was three decades
ago. Simultaneously, the number of students preparing
for the pastoral ministry has decreased by more than half
since that time, meaning that fewer students must bear a
greater share of the cost.
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Note that 20 years ago only 30% of students had federal
loans. Not surprisingly, some of this educational debt
comes from the student’s undergraduate education. The
graph on the next page represents the debt numbers from
the most recent fourth-year class of CTSFW students.

