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[ABBREV
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Abstract
[Student’s Last Name, First Name, M.I.] “[Dissertation Title: Subtitle].” PhD diss., Fort Wayne, Indiana: Concordia Theological Seminary, [20___]. [###] pp.
[abstract text]

Chapter 1
Introduction, Missiological Problem and Rationale
[This Microsoft Word template provides styles for the first four levels of subheadings. These styles are: Subhead 1, Subhead 2, Subhead 3, and Subhead 4. You may format the fifth level subheading as a short title using the character-based style emphasis at the beginning of a paragraph.]
{Sample Level One Subheading}
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
{Sample Level Two Subheading}
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

{Sample Level Three Subheading}
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

{Sample level four subheading}
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

{Sample level five subheading.}  Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxx xxxxxx xxx xxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

The following is a sample table. It demonstrates the table title and table source styles.
Table 1. Population Trends in NE Brazil

	
	Average Memb.

per family
	Man as Head
	Woman as Head

	BRAZIL
	3.6
	75.8
	24.2

	Urban North Region
	4.0
	71.7
	28.3

	Northeast
	3.9
	74.2
	25.8

	Southeast
	3.5
	75.7
	24.3

	South
	3.4
	79.1
	20.9

	Middle-East
	3.5
	76.5
	23.5


Source: PNAD, Rio de Janeiro, 1996. In Leonardo Neitzel, “Mission Outreach and Households in the City of Fortaleza, Northeast Brazil,” (PhD diss., Concordia Theological Seminary, 2000), 173.
Sample block quote. Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxx

Sample block quote with subhead following. Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxx

Sample subheading four following a block quote
[This is a place holder for the following example footnote.
]
[The following provides an example of Scripture references both for the construction of a Scripture index and for indicating proper citation style. A favorite Scripture is Rom 1:16 (or, more fully, Rom 1:16–17. Some like the way it reads in the NIV.]
St. Paul says, “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile” (Rom 1:16 XE "Rom 1\:16" \f “S”).
 To cite it in its fuller context: “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: ‘The righteous will live by faith.’” (Rom 1:16–17; NIV XE "Rom 1\:16–17" \f “S”)
Introduction [optional as a subheading]

[text]
Research Concern

[text]
Missiological Rationale

[text] 
Research Problem [OR Research Hypothesis—one or the other, not both]
[text]
Research Questions

[text] This section will normally be organized with Operational Questions underneath each of the primary Research Questions. The researcher may include an introductory paragraph of (very) few sentences.
Preliminary Research Approach

[text]

Chapter 2
Essential Literature
[text]
Scriptural [and Confessional] Considerations
[The following is a sample figure. It is intended only to demonstrate the figure title style.]
Figure 1. Models and Strategies of Family Outreach: God as the Head of the Family.

This is some more text to demonstrate the need for spacing after the Figure Title.

Confessional Considerations [may be combined in the previous]
[text]
Essential Secondary Literature
[text]
Chapter 3
Research Approach {could be titled: Research Methodology and Procedures} In
[text] 
Research Approach
[text] This section defines the basic approach (qualitative, quantitative, mixed methods; ethnography, case study, phenomenology, biography, historiography, exegetical, etc.). One might begin by stating something like: This research will be conducted using a qualitative research approach of the phenomenological type. 

If there are sub-types of any larger category or if a mixed method is being used, those will be further defined. It should include a discussion of why this particular approach is being selected to address the Research Problem (Hypothesis) and provide academic footnote support for the use of the particular approach selected in the present context. One might say something like: Creswell and Poth indicate that phenomenological research “describes the common meaning for several individuals of their lived experiences of a concept or a phenomenon.”
 The present research seeks to understand how the people of this context individually and collectively understand the worship event in their congregations as it normally occurs on Sunday mornings. This phenomenological study will, through a combination of specific and open-ended question, provide this understanding.
Research Design

[text] In this section, provide a detailed description of how the study will be carried out. What original source documents (will be studied? What people will be interviewed? Why these people (and not others)? How will they be selected? Will there be a pilot study to test the effectiveness of the interview questions? Will there be follow-up focus group interview(s) to get feedback from the participants regarding how close the researcher’s findings are compared to their own experiences? This feeds into the topic of research rigor (which could well be a subheading in this category). By obtaining feedback from the participants themselves, the future reader will have greater confidence that the results the researcher is reporting are truly reflective of how the participants themselves think about the phenomenon.
Research Procedures

[text] Where will the research take place? How will participants be invited? What are the specific Interview Questions? Attach appendices, one for each context in which a distinct set of questions will be asked: e.g., pilot study, church leaders, congregation members, focus group(s), etc. NB: the interview questions are related to the Research Questions and Operational Questions in Chapter 1. In Ch.1 they are usually in the third person and impersonal: How do participants understand the preaching element of Sunday worship? Here, they will be specific, personal questions: How do you understand the preaching component of Sunday worship? 
Will the researcher use assistants in collecting data (doing separate interviews, taking additional field notes during interviews, providing translation capability)? Will the interviews be audio or video recorded? How will the interviews be transcribed (personally, assistants, transcription company)? What archival storage mechanism(s) will be used for later retrieval and analysis? Will the researcher use a qualitative research software to assist? Which one? 
How will the participant responses be analyzed? Will the researcher take field notes during the interviews? Will the researcher use a standard coding book or develop his own codes for analyzing responses?
Additional appendices related to (and noted in) this section might be the invitation letter(s), the consent form(s)—this consent form should include things name and basic demographic data pertinent to the study as well as things like the participant’s desire to be named in the research (if that is something the researcher might want to do in the dissertation) or remain anonymous, the participant’s right to withdraw at any time, etc.

Chapter 4
Schedule for Completion
[Proposal Hearing]
Research 
Information Organization 
Information Analysis
Dissertation Complete First Draft [advisor approved]

Dissertation Oral Defense
Dissertation Final Draft
Graduation Date.

Appendix One
Appendix One Title
[text]
Appendix Two
Appendix Two Title
[text]
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� This is a footnote. Note that the footnote must begin on the same page where the footnote is referenced in the text. Note also that a footnote may be continued to the next page only if necessary, as in this example. Such a footnote must not extend beyond one continuation page. If the footnote does break to the next page, it will simply continue. The previously used “(continued next page)” is no longer inserted. In addition, the “footnote continuation marker” is identical to the standard footnote marker, eliminating the full-page width line of the previous template (in keeping with the current practice of most publishers).


� The Holy Bible: New International Version (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1984); hereafter, NIV.


� Leonardo Neitzel, “Mission Outreach and Households in the City of Fortaleza, Northeast Brazil” (DMiss diss., Concordia Theological Seminary, 2000), 395.


� John W. Creswell and Cheryl N. Poth, Qualitative Inquiry and Research Design: Choosing among Five Approaches, Fourth ed. (Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE, 2018), 75.
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